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Meeting virtually on February 26, 2021, the Board of the Confessing Movement within the 

United Methodist Church expressed disappointment along with expectation and hope 

responding to the decisions of the General Commission on General Conference and the Council 

of Bishops regarding plans for the postponed 2020 General Conference. Along with many 

evangelicals and others across the denomination, the Confessing Movement Board looks 

forward to acting on the Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation. Confessing 

Movement Executive Director Patricia Miller summed up the response of the Board, “We 

sympathize with those who are deeply disappointed or discouraged by the delay. We understand 

your frustration. We would like the General Conference to address the Protocol as soon as 

possible. At the same time, we recognize the difficult challenges the worldwide pandemic has 

placed before a global church and our leaders. We want our sister and brother delegates from 

outside the United States to have full voice and opportunity to participate in the decisions 

around the Protocol." 

 

On February 25, 2021, the Commission on General Conference and the Council of Bishops each 

announced decisions impacting the meeting of the already-delayed 2020 General Conference. 

Citing the on-going realities of the pandemic, the slow progress of vaccine distribution around 

the world, and the challenges posed by travel restrictions for international delegates, the 

Commission announced that the regular General Conference session, previously delayed until 

Fall 2021, will be pushed back again, and scheduled for August 29 – September 6, 2022 in 

Minneapolis. In response, the Council of Bishops called a Special Session of the General 

https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/legislation


Conference scheduled to meet virtually on May 8, 2021. The Special session will address twelve 

disciplinary amendments to clarify process when General Conference is unable to meet. 

Click HERE to read the amendments. 

 

After a brief acknowledgment of concerned responses across the church, Board discussion 

turned toward optimism and hope about the future. Several Board members emphasized that 

while the current division in the UMC has taken fifty years to reach this moment, the latest delay 

adds only 12 months to the process. The need for steadiness and perseverance was emphasized 

and likened to the Israelites through four hundred years of oppression and forty years of 

wandering in the wilderness. The Lord guided them as God is leading us on this journey toward 

a renewed Methodism. 

 

Executive Director Patricia Miller reported on work being done by the Transitional Council. 

Board member Steve Taylor spoke of his great excitement and hope for the future. “We aren’t 

just waiting. I am excited about the energetic work being done to prepare for a new Methodism. 

This last year’s delay has allowed time for the Transitional Council to develop structure for a 

new Wesleyan denomination. Several ministry groups are designing strategies to engage 

mission, start new congregations, and bring renewal to all congregations. We will no longer 

spend our time debating the foundational teachings of Scripture and no longer be diverted with 

constant division over human sexuality. We are poised to engage the Great Commission in the 

power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

The Confessing Movement once again strongly affirmed its support for the Protocol as the best 

opportunity to resolve the conviction-based divisions within the United Methodist Church 

amicably and justly. Maxie Dunnam, President of the Confessing Movement, responded to the 

announcements from the General Commission and the Council of Bishops, “The Protocol has 

been endorsed by a broad coalition of interest groups and many others. We believe it continues 

to have strong support. As traditional United Methodists move steadily toward a new Methodist 

movement, we believe we will experience the greatest strength and will avoid significant struggle 

and expenses if we act together with patience as we trust God’s timing. So, we encourage pastors 

and congregations to avoid the temptation to go it alone. Now is the time to encourage our 

delegates to the General Conference in 2022 to strongly support the Protocol. Most important -- 

as we wait, focus on doing the Lord’s ministry where you are with joy and faithfulness.” 


