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General Conference 2019 Made it Clear:

The Time Has Come for
Amicable Separation

The church has been faced with the reality that the 2019 special called
General Conference did not offer a unifying Way Forward for United

Methodism, but instead left the church with more division and uncertainty

than before. Some persons blame the bishops in large part for this because
the majority of them were not listening to the church, particularly to the

evangelical wing of the church. They supported the One Church Plan which,
had it passed, would have caused great harm to the church. Whether that
observation is accurate or not, the truth is that the church is even more

divided than before. Some sort of amicable separation seems the best way
forward. Despite all of this, some still speak of “unity” and not allowing
the church to divide.

Many different kinds of groups are gathering to share ideas and come up

with workable proposals to offer a Way Forward. Most of these involve

some sort of amicable separation and offer churches a gracious exit to follow
the vision for their own ministry. Our Confessing Movement has been
well represented in a number of these gatherings, many of which are
still taking place. The hope is that some consensus can be made
PRIOR to GC 2020 so we can be about moving forward instead
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of continuing to litigate the past. Some of these plans include
The Indianapolis Plan, the Bard-Jones Plan, The UMC Next

Plan, the Simple Plan and the Connectional Conference Plan.

The Indianapolis Plan
In response to the deep-seated polarization experienced at the
2019 St. Louis General Conference a group of traditionalist,
centrist, and progressive leaders in The United Methodist
Church have met together for the past five months and
developed The Indianapolis Plan for Amicable Separation.
Some of the basic provisions include:
• The 2020 General Conference of The United Methodist
Church would support an amicable separation plan by
providing a pathway for the development of a Traditionalist United Methodist Church and a Centrist United
Methodist Church. A Progressive expression may emerge
as a Progressive United Methodist Church or may be
included in the Centrist United Methodist Church. Other
denominations may emerge as well. (Names are placeholders and descriptive; each new denomination would
choose their own name and may use “United Methodist
Church” with an appropriate modifier if they so choose).
• The United Methodist Church would not be dissolved
but would have its legal continuation through the
Centrist United Methodist Church.
• The Traditionalist United Methodist Church would be
a global denomination that would maintain the current
stance of the United Methodist Discipline regarding the
practice of homosexuality. It would emphasize unity
around doctrine, mission, and standards, leaner
denominational structure, greater local flexibility,
and accountable discipleship.
• The Centrist United Methodist Church would be a global
denomination that would remove from the Discipline the
“incompatibility” language and prohibitions against

same-sex weddings, ordinations, and appointments.
Centrist annual conferences and local congregations
would make their own decisions regarding the
ordination and appointment of homosexual persons
and performing same-sex weddings in their conferences and congregations. It would practice faith with
a generous spirit, emphasizing greater local flexibility
within a deep commitment to connectionalism, social
justice, and missional engagement that transforms
the world for Jesus Christ
• A Progressive expression may emerge as a Progressive United Methodist Church that would be a global
denomination that includes church-wide protection
against discrimination based on race, color, gender,
national origin, ability, age, marital status, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or economic condition,
and that practices full itinerancy of LGBTQIA+
pastors and same-sex weddings in all their churches.
Another progressive expression may be the inclusion of
progressives in the Centrist United Methodist Church.
• Other denominations may be formed by a group of
50 or more local churches or by one or more annual
conferences.
The draft plan addresses issues like structure, polity and
finances for each of the new expressions asserting that
“Annual conferences and local congregations could begin
functioning in the new alignment beginning August 1, 2020, on
an interim basis. Inaugural General Conference sessions would
be held in Fall 2021, with the new expressions becoming fully
functional as of January 1, 2022.” Read the full draft plan
at www.confessingumc.org under the GC 2019 & 2020.

Bard-Jones Plan
Bishops Scott Jones and David Bard have proposed
a plan titled A New Form of Unity. In this plan the
denomination would divide into two or three selfgoverning churches which would set their own standards
for ordination and understandings of sexual morality.
These would be connected by bishops, a general agency
for finance, a pension board and independent program
agencies. Details are still being worked out. There would
still be a United Methodist entity, but it would be
made up of semi-independent church bodies.

UMC NEXT:

AFFIRMING SECULAR UNDERSTANDINGS
OF MARRIAGE AND LET TRADITIONALISTS
GO THEIR OWN WAY
UMC Next proposed a plan originally developed by representatives from Reconciling Ministries Network, Mainstream UMC,
and Uniting Methodists (3 different groups made up of centrists
and progressives.) Although the proposal is a relatively broad
statement, it specifically:

• Keeps intact the United Methodist Church as a denomination
while allowing for great regional autonomy across the entire
connection.

• Retains the current doctrinal standards of The Book of Discipline,
including our commitment to the historical essentials of the
Christian faith.
• Removes language and policies from The Book of Discipline that
are harmful to and exclusive of LGBTQ persons.
• Retains the ability of pastors to determine if a couple is ready
for marriage and of annual conferences to determine if a
candidate meets the criteria for ordination.

• Provides a method for groups of churches to form new
expressions of Methodism.

Source: umcnext.com/proposal/

The Confessing Movement is committed to the authority of
Scripture and will “contend earnestly for the faith which was
once for all handed down to the saints.”
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Connectional Table
The United Methodist Church

Connectional Table Plan:

New U.S. Regional Conference
The Connectional Table (CT) recently approved
sending legislation to General Conference 2020
that will create a new structure for churches in the
United States called a “regional” conference. This
new conference would establish its own “American
Discipline” which would be more in tune with
American (that is, secular) thinking. There would
be a big umbrella known as United Methodism. In
considering this plan, it is good to keep in mind that
the CT is the major coordinating body in the church.
It is made up almost entirely of institutional representatives of agencies who have an interest in the
status quo. Efforts to restructure, renew or in any
way make these agencies accountable to ordinary
United Methodists in the past have failed, including

the Call to Action Plan, an initiative which failed
to pass the 2012 General Conference. While the
CT says this basically is a structural change and by
itself would not address the matter of what is the
definition of marriage, plans like this have been
proposed previously by progressives who want
American churches to operate on their own without
the influence of the Central Conferences, especially
the Africans. There is little doubt that eventually a
"regional" conference would set its own ordination
standards and thus approve homosexual practice.
This plan would require a constitutional amendment
which would be very difficult to pass. It would
basically discredit the idea of United Methodism
as a global church.

A recent Twitter post from Love Prevails, whose slogan
is “Revolution 3-D: Disclose, Divest, Disrupt,” is seeking
key leaders who are working on disaffiliation from the
UMC to join together to build a “critical mass of
congregations seriously moving toward disaffiliation.”
#defy #disaffiliate #decide
This is just one example of the growing
acknowledgement from all sides that some sort of
separation is inevitable.
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Disaffiliation Vote Voided
Due to Improper Voting
Disaffiliation legislation allowing congregations to leave the
denomination with their church property (with limitations)
has come under scrutiny as claims of improper voting during the
2019 General Conference have been investigated by a task force
made up of 12 members of the Commission on General Conference. The number of votes in question (4) would not have made
a difference in most instances but the substitution of a minority
report regarding disaffiliation was approved by a two-vote
margin, 402-400. The Commission’s press release stated:
“Having found sufficient evidence that there were [4] invalid votes that
potentially affected the result of the vote, the Commission determined
that the vote to substitute the minority report is void.” The Commission does not have the authority to determine the legality of GC
actions, so they asked the Council of Bishops to refer the matter
to the Judicial Council. A statement issued on August 18, 2019
said that the Council of Bishops “has voted to ask the Judicial Council
to rule on the implications of the invalid votes discovered during the
independent investigation of the 2019 Special Session of the General
Conference held last February.” The Judicial Council meets
October 29–November 1, 2019.

Finding a New Way
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Forward

The committee most representative of the worldwide
United Methodist Church is a 14 member group initiated
by an African bishop. It includes 2 centrists, 2 progressives, 2 traditionalists, 3 US Bishops, 2 Central Conference
Bishops, 3 individuals (one each) from Europe, Africa
and the Philippines. In addition, a skilled negotiator will
be assisting this group in identifying and developing
areas of commonality and non-negotiables. The goal
is a solution to resolve the conflict in the church that
includes a new structure. Confessing Movement
Executive Director, Pat Miller, is one of the
representatives for the traditionalists.
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Purpose Statement
Confessing Jesus Christ as Son, Savior, and Lord. The Confessing Movement exists to enable The United
Methodist Church to retrieve its classical doctrinal identity, and to live it out as disciples of Jesus Christ.
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